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On March 9, 1933 the Seventy-Third Congress was called to order. Summoned
into emergency session by newly inaugurated President Franklin D. Roosevelt, this
Congress was to enact an impressive array oflaws and thus begin the momentous era of
the New Deal. Between March 9, 1933 and the adjournment of the Seventy-Sixth Con-
gress on January 3, 1940 the nation was destined to undergo the most sweeping domestic
reform movement in its entire history, experience a wide variety of serious economic
and social problems, and witness the ominous rise of totalitarian aggression in Europe
and the Far East.
During this fateful ninety-four month period a number of distinguished gentlemen
from East Texas were members of the House of Representatives. Without exception
these congressmen were to play pivotal roles in shaping important New Deallegisla-
tion. Indeed the East Texans serving in the House throughout these exciting years
were perhaps the most influencial group in either branch of Congress.
Two of the East Texans taking their oaths of office at the opening ceremonies on
March 9, 1933 were Morgan G. Sanders of Canton and Luther A. Johnson of Corsicana.
Sanders and Johnson were to become senior members of two of the most prestigious
House committees.
Re-elected to his seventh term in 1932, Sanders served on the Committee on Ways
and Means from March 9, 1933 until his retirement from public life on January 3, 1939.
Two of Sanders' junior col1eagues on the Ways and Means Committee were John W.
McCormack of Massachusetts, a future Speaker of the House, and Fred M. Vinson
of Kentucky, later to be Secretary of the Treasury and Chief Justice of the United
States.! During these years Sanders was deeply involved in the committee's lengthy
deliberations, which culminated in such major laws as the National Industrial Recovery
Act, Reciprocal Trade Agreements Act, Social Security Act, and Revenue Acts of
1936 and 1938.2
First elected to Congress in 1922 Johnson was to serve twenty-four years in the
House. Throughout the presidency of Franklin D. Roosevelt he was a member of
the Committee on Foreign Affairs, and after July 1939 was the ranking Democrat on
that organ. Recognized as one of his party's foremost spokesmen on foreign policy
matters, Johnson was a key participant in the historic floor debates over America's
role as a neutral prior to its involvement in World War II.J Johnson was appointed by
the Speaker to the House-Senate conference committees having responsibility for
finalizing the provisions of the Neutrality Acts of 1937 and 1939.4
Three other East Texans sworn in as members of the House on March 9, 1933
were Martin Dies. Jr., of Grange, Joseph J. Mansfield of Columbus, and Wright Patman
of Texarkana. Representing primarily rural congressional districts, Dies, Mansfield,
and Patman were all prominent during the New Deal period.
Dies in 1933 was beginning his second term as a congressman from the district
previously represented by his father. ... A staunch advocate of currency inflation, Dies
~ authored the controversial Silver Purchase Act of 1934.6 Appointed to the influencial
""Committee on Rules in 1935, he thereafter emerged as an unwavering critic of President
Roosevelt's domestic legislative proposals and was especially vociferous in his op·
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position to the Fair Labor Standards (Wages and Hours) Act of 1938. 7 During the
latter half of Roosevelt's second administration Dies attracted nationwide attention \w(
as Chairman of the Special Committee to Investigate Un-American Activities. R "
Prior to entering the House in 1917, Mansfield had completed more than two
decades as an official in Colorado County. Mansfield was Chairman of the Committee
on Rivers and Harbors, 1931-1947. serving in that capacity longer than any other chair·
man in the history of the committee. H Between 1933 and 1940 he was instrumental in
the passage of legislation providing for one of the most ambitious federal public works
programs hitherto undertaken, including the completion of the Intracoastal Waterway
System and the construction of the Bonneville Project for Navigation in the Columbif-l
River Valley. 10
During Roosevelt's first administration Patman was vigilant in his efforts in be-
half of legislation to benefit the veterans of World War l. Both in 1934 and 1935 the
House passed the Veterans' Bonus (Patman) Bill, calling for full and immediate pay-
ment of the adjusted compensation certificates held by the former servicemen of World
War 1. 11 A modified version of the Patman Bill, the Adjusted Compensation Act, was
finally passed by both Houses over the President's veto in 1936. 12 In the same year
Patman also co-authored a landmark anti-trust law, the Federal Anti-Price Discrimina~
tion (Robinson-Patman) Act, prohibiting retail stores from restraining competition by
charging unreasonably low prices. 13
The three most renowned members of the Hom.e from East Texas during the New
Deal years were James P. Buchanan of Brenham, Hatton W. Sumners of Dallas, 3l).d
Sam Rayburn of Bonham. Buchanan, Sumners, and Rayburn served an aggregate total
of one hundred and six years in Congress and were especially influencial between 1933
and 1940.
Buchanan represented a district which was produced several distinguished public
figures over the past century. 14 After completing six years in the Texas House of
Representatives, he was elected to the first of thirteen congressional terms in 1913.
Chairman of the powerful Committee on Appropriations, 1933-1937. Buchanan played
a vital role in the enactment of legislation providing for the expenditures necessary to
implement the multitude of New Deal relief and recovery programs.!:> At the time of
his death on February 24, 1937 President Roosevelt eulogized Buchanan as follows:
A faithful and wise counselor, an indefatigable worker, has
been lost to our national life in the passing of James P. Buchanan.
As chairman of the great committee on appropriations of the House,
he discharged his duties with great intelligence and strict fidelity.
Unmoved by emotional appeal, above partisanship or section~
alism, he accepted the responsibilities of his trust with the single
purpose of serving the highest interests of the nation as a whole. I
personally mourn the loss of an old and staunch friend.!6
Between 1931 and 1947 Sumners occupied the chairmanship of the Committee on
the Judiciary. Sumners guided to passage the Crime Control Acts of 1934, seven
measures designed to expand the juri sdiction of the federal government over the
criminal activity plaguing the nation at that timeY Also in 1934 he authored the ~
Municipal Bankruptcy Act, a statute which attempted to assist communities harme<lll
by the adverse effects of the Greal Depression. 's During the second Roosevelt Ad-
ministration, Sumners was one of the congressmen adamantly opposing the President's
plans to enlarge the membership of the URited States Supreme Court and reorganize
the Executive Branch of the Government.l~ Moreover, he served as Vice-Chairman
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of the Temporary National Economic Committee, which between 1938 and 1941 con-
.., dueted the most comprehensive study of the nation's economic problems ever under-
~ taken. 20
One of the most illustrious political figures of the twentieth century, Rayburn's
career in the House paralleled the administrations of eight Presidents. Speaker of the
Texas House of Representatives at the time of his election to Congress in 1912. he was
subsequently re-elected to twenty-four terms. Rayburn was to spend nearly a quarter
of a century on the Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce and was Chair-
man of that organ between 1931 and 1937. During the first Roosevelt Administration
he authored such major laws as the Federal Securities Act,21 Securities Exchange
Act,n Public Utility Holding Company Act,23 and Rural Electrification Act. 24 In
January 1937 Rayburn was elevated to the post of House Majority Leader, in which
capacity he assumed overall responsibility for the Democratic Party's voluminous
legislative program.2" On September 16, 1940 Rayburn was chosen by his colleagues
to serve as Speaker of the House of Representatives, thus beginning an unsurpassed
longevity as that body's presiding officer. 26
The East Texans chosen to serve in the House of Representatives during the New
Deal era performed with notable distinction. Not only did they occupy positions of
profound influence in the House, but also they were instrumental in the passage of
much landmark legislation, Compiling admirable records of public service at a crucial
juncture in the nation's history, these gentlemen certainly rank among the most out-
standing individuals ever to represent East Texas in the halls of Congress. 27
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lMcCormack served as Speaker of the House, 1962-1971, while Vinson was
Secretary of the Treasury, 1945-1946. and Chief Justice of the United States, 194&-1953.
~House of Representatives, Report on the hill (H. R. 5755) to encourage national
industrial recover.y, tv f().~/er fair competition, and to provide for the construction of
certain u.\'eful public H"orh, and for other purposes, May 23. 1933: Report on the bill
(H. R. 8676) to amend the TariffAct of 1930, March 17, 1934; Report on the bill (H. R.
7620) to provide for the general welfare by establi!ihinf? a system of Federal old-age
benefits. and by enablinf? the several States to make more adequate prOl'lsh'n}i}r (JRing
persons, dependent and crippled children, maternal and child welfare, public health,
and the administration of their unemployment laws; tu establish a Social SeL'Urity
Board; to raise revenue; and for uther purposes, April 5, 1935; Report on the bill
(H.R. 12395) to provide revenue, equalize taxation, and for other purposes, April 21,
1936; Report on the bill (H. R, 9682) to provide revenue, equalize taxation, and for
other purposes, March 1, 1938; United States Government, The Statutes at Large of
the United States o/America (Washington, 1933-1939), XLVIII, 195-211,943-945;
XLIX, 620,648, 1648-1756; LII, 447-584.
aUnited States Congress, Congressional Record, Seventy-Fourth Congress, Se-
cond Session (Washington, 1936), LXXX. 2244·2246; Seventy-Fifth Congress, First
Session, LXXXI, 90-91, 2158-2166, 2264·2265, 2378-2402, 3975-3976; Seventy-Sixth
Congress, First Session, LXXIV, 7988-7990, 8001, 8233-8341, 8485-8514; Seventy-
Sixth Congress, Second Session, LXXXV, 337-343, 535·536, 666·668. 1107, 1163-
1164, 1197, 1204-1205, 1284-1286, 1388.
4House of Representatives, Conference Report on the joint resolution (S.J.Res.
51) to amend the Neutrality Act of 1935, April 29, 1937; Conference Report on the
joint resolution (H. J. Res. 306) to preserve lhe neutrality and the peace of the United
States and to secure the safety of its citizens and their interests. November 3, 1939;
Statutes at Large, L, 121-128; LIV, 4-12; Manfred Jonas. Isolationism in America,
1935-1941 (Ithka, 1%6), 195-197,216-217.
~Martin Dies. Sr., served in the House, 1909-1919, and was Chairman of the
Commirtee on Canals, 1913-1917.
6Congressional Record, LXXVIII. 9983-10032. 10133-10136; Statutes at Large,
XLVIII, 1178-1182; James D. Paris, Monetary Policies of the United Stares, 1932-
/938 (New York. 1938),53-57.
7Conwessial Record, LXXXII, 196-199, 1099-1101, 1385-1388, 1602, 1671,
1796-1797; LXXXlII, 7275-7278, 7416-7417, 7433-7434, 7439, 7447; James T. Patter-
son, Congre.uional Cunservatism and the New Deal (Lexington. 1967), 166-169, 179,
194-195,243-245.
b'A scholarly account of Dies' activities between 1938 and 1940 may be found in
August R. Ogden. Tire Dies Committee; A Study of the Special Huu!ie Committee for
the Investigation of Un-American Activities (Washington. 1943),38-231.
9The Committee on Rivers and Harbors was abolished by the Legislative Re-
organization Act of 1946 and was replaced by the Committee on Public Works.
IOConwessional Record, LXXIX, 5250-5280, 5334-5346, 13711-13730; LXXXI, \III'
6697-6720,7516-7552.7606-7624,8772-8777; LXXXIV, 5654-5682, 5732-5733, 10550-V
10551, 10586-10588, 10732-10733; Statutes at Large, XLIX, 1028-1049; L. 731-736.
844-856; Ll I, 802-808.
liThe Patman Bill passed the House on March 12, 1934 by a margin of 295-125,
but was reported adversely by the Senate Committee on Finance. The measure was
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again approved by the House by a vote of 202-191 on March 21,1935, and was sub-
." sequently rejected by the Senate by a mqiority of 52-35 on May 7, 1935. United States
" Senate, Report on the bill (H. R. 1) to provide for controlled expansion of the currency
and the immediate payment to veterans of the face value of their adjusted-service certi-
ficates, June 6. 1934; Congre.uional Record, LXXVII, 85; LXXVllI, 4287-4338, 10556.
11286; George Creel, "Bonus Bill Patman," CoWer's, May 1935, 25-64.
12Congressimwl Record, LXXX, 237-277, 288-295, 837-850, 975-977; Statutes at
Large, XLIX, 1099-1102; William P. Dillingham, Federal Aid to Veterans, 1917-1941
(Gainesville, 1952), 166-168.
13Congressional Record, LXXX, 8102-8140, 8223-8242, 9413-9422; Statutes at
Large, XLIX, 1526-1528; Daniel J. Baum, The Robinson-Patman Act (Syracuse, 1964).
14This district ha~ also been represented by the following individuals: Jo:oseph D.
Sayers, Governor of Texas, 1899-1903; Albert S. Burleson, Postmaster General of the
United States, 1913-1921; Lyndon B. Johnson, President of the United States, 1963-
1969; and W. Homer Thronberry, Judge of the United States Court of Appeals (Fifth
Judicial Cin;:uit) since 1965.
15Congressional Record, LXXVII, 2822-2837, 2887-2907. 4097-4105, 5638-5653,
6029-6033; LXXV11l, 1938-1946,2427-2429, 10407-10423, 12241-12250; LXXIX, 812-
859,899-972,3481-3490,3546-3578,4128-4129, 5141-5151, 9781-9787,9796-9812,9853-
9860, 12646-12653; LXXX, 6841-6874, 6924-7010, 7021-7033, 9765-9789; LXXXI,
435-469, 971-983, 1007·1008; Statutes at Large, XLVlll, 97-104, 274-283, 351-352,
1021-1062; XLIX, 49-67,115-119,571-606,1597-1648; L, 8-19,
16Times, New York, N.Y., February 24,1937,7.
17Congressional Record, LXXVIII, 6656, 8126-8129, 8132-8133, 8775·8778;
Statutes at Large, XLVIII, 780-783, 794-795; "Extending Federal Powers over
Crime," Law and Contemporary Problems, (October 1934), 399·508.
lSCongres.~ional Record, LXXVII, 5469-5488; LXXVllI, 8774-8775; Statutes at
Large, XLVIII, 798·803.
19Congressionol Record, LXXXIII, 4876-4878, 5090, 5093; LXXXIV, 2498-2500,
2502-2503; Kenneth Harrell, "Southern Congressional Leaders and the Supreme Court
Fight of 1937," Unpublished M.A. Thesis, Louisiana State University, 1959; Patter-
son, Congressional Conservatism and the New Deal, 90,92,185-186,300.
2°United States Congress, Final Report and Recommendations oJ the Temporary
National Economic Committee, Seventy-Seventh Congress, First Session (Washington,
1941),
21Congressiollal Record, LXXVII, 2916-2955, 3891·3903; Statute~j at Large,
XLVIII, 74-95; William O. Douglas and George E. Bates, "The Federal Securities
Act of 1933," Yale Law Journal, (December 1933), 171·217.
2'l.Congressional Record, LXXVIII, 7693-7717, 7861-7869, 7920-7957, 8007-8040,
8086-8116, 10265-10269; Statutes at Large, XLVIll, 881-909; Michael E. Parrish,
Securities Regl~/ation and the New Deal (New Haven, 1970), 115·144: Arthur M.
Schlesinger, Jr., The Coming oJthe New Deal (Boston, 1956),456-467.
23Congressional Record, LXXIX, 10301, 10327-10334, 10352-10393; 10414-10453,
iii 10507-10575, 12265-12274, 14600-14627; Statutes at Large. XLIX, 803·863; Ronald A.
?finlayson, "The Public Utility Holding Company Act under Federal Regulation,"
'The ]()urnal of Business of the University of Chicago, July 1946, Part 2, 1-41; Arthur
M. Schlesinger, Jr., The Politics of Upheaval (Boston, 1960),302-324.
'l.4Congress;onal Record, LXXX, 5280·5290, 5298, 5304, 5308, 5318, 5280-5318,
7245-7248; Statutes at Large, XLIX, 1363-1367.
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21>00 January 4,1937 Rayburn was elected Majority Leader, defeating Representa-
tive John J. O'Connor of New York by a margin of 184-127. Scholarly accounts of Ray- C
burns's career may be found in C. Dwight Dorough, Mr. Sam (New York: Random ~
House, 1962),219-307 and Alexander G. Shanks, "Sam Rayburn: The Texas Politician
and New Dealer," East Texas Historical JouflUll (March )967), 51-59.
26Rayburn served as Speaker for seventeen years and sixty-two days, nearly twice
as long as any other presiding officer in the history of the House. Second to Rayburn
in length of service was his successor, John W. McCormack, who occupied the speaker-
ship for eight years and three hundred and fifty-eight days.
27These eight congressmen spend an aggregate total of two hundred and fifty-
three years in federal service. Most of these gentlemen continued their careers after
the end of the New Deal period. As previously mentioned, Mansfield and Sumners
chaired their respective committees until 1947. Dies, after temporarily retiring from
public life at the completion of his seventh term in 1945, returned to serve as Congress-
man-at-Large from Texas between 1953 and 1959. Johnson was Judge of the United
States Tax Court, 1946-1956. Chairman of the Committee on Banking and Currency
since January 1963, Patman is presently the senior member of Congress. Rayburn was
Minority Leader, 1947-1949 and 1953-1955, Speaker, 1940-1947, 1949-1953, and 1955-
1961, and Permanent Chairman of the Democratic National Conventions of 1948,
[952, and 1956,
